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4-H Livestock Handbook

Facebook: Bossier Parish 4-H www.lsuagcenter.com/bossier

ABOUT THE 4-H OFFICE
The 4-H club program is the youth’s education division of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service. It is funded in Bossier Parish by:
· United States Department of Agriculture (NIFA)
· Louisiana State University Agricultural Center
· Bossier Parish Police Jury
· Bossier Parish School Board

Location:
Bossier Parish Courthouse, Fourth Floor 204 Burt Blvd.
Benton, Louisiana 71006
Mailing Address:
Bossier Parish 4-H Office
P. O. Box 370
Benton, LA 71006-0370
Phone:
318-965-2326
318-965-3712 (Fax)
Office Hours:
8:00 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. - Monday through Friday
*Always Call Before Coming to the Office**


MEET OUR STAFF . . .
4-H Program





Administrative Coordinator


Erika Derma, Associate Extension Agent & Parish Chair
ederma@agcenter.lsu.edu
	
	Malory Segura, Assistant Extension Agent 
	msegura@agcenter.lsu.edu 

Michele Hammonds
mhammonds@agcenter.lsu.edu




4-H Livestock Projects Should Teach Life Skills
It seems that far too often we place way too much emphasis on winning and losing at 4-H livestock shows. Unfortunately, many times adults consider a 4-H livestock project a failure if their son or daughter does not win. There are many benefits that our youth are gaining from participation in livestock projects and shows.

Ideally, 4-H livestock projects should be family affairs. If the right percentage of time and energy is spent by youngsters and parents together, these projects can help our young people learn the basic life skills and eventually help them develop into better citizens. If the percentage gets out of hand, we see a group of spoiled kids, whose parents are sore if they do not win, who are constantly criticizing the judges, and who try every trick possible to win.

Very few 4-H livestock projects are economically sound; however, neither is having children and paying for band lessons, taking them to summer recreation programs, buying them bicycles and paying for other youth activities. If a parent’s goal is for a child to make money, investing in a savings account is less risky than investing in a 4-H livestock project. However, if a parent’s goal is to invest in the future and to help the son or daughter develop as a person, learn responsibility, set goals, and gain some knowledge about livestock production, then 4-H livestock projects are a low-cost investment.
Let’s keep these shows in proper perspective. They are not beef shows, swine shows, or sheep shows; they are youth shows. The animal is simply the ticket for the youngster to take part.

Through school, university Extension and other educational units, we constantly hear of improved teaching tools to better equip our young people for life. The 4-H livestock projects are one of the oldest and greatest tools we have to teach our youth life skills. Following are the six life skills which the 4-H program has identified as the reasons why 4-H programs are offered to Louisiana’s youth.
1. Acquiring, analyzing, and using information: for youth to learn how to gather, understand, and use livestock project information so that a project is successfully completed.
2. Problem solving and decision making: for youth to set goals and to identify the logical steps necessary to manage their livestock projects.
3. Managing resources: for youth to manage their time and financial and other resources to meet their project goals.
4. Understanding self: for youth, through a livestock project, will build self-confidence, develop a positive attitude, and accept responsibility.
5. Communicating and relating to others: for youth to improve their listening, speaking, and writing skills so they can interact with others in a positive manner.
6. Working with others: for youth to work with others to accomplish and to accept group goals.
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BOSSIER PARISH 4-H PORTFOLIO COMPETITION

PORTFOLIO GUIDELINES FOR BOSSIER PARISH
1. All portfolios are due by Friday, March 12, 2027 in the 4-H Office by 4:00 p.m.
2. All records should be placed in a 4-H portfolio cover or an appropriate binder or folder.
3. The time period of 4-H portfolio work covers from one portfolio contest to the next.
4. Include your entire project books in the record book.
5. A portfolio composed of one well-done project receives a higher rating than a book with several poorly done projects.
6. Portfolio should include current year's record sheets/project workbook on all projects in which the 4-H'er wishes to compete.
7. A parish-wide portfolio workshop is usually scheduled in the fall so look for information in the monthly 4-H newsletters. All e-mail lists will begin receiving the monthly newsletter this year so that everyone stays abreast of Bossier Parish 4-H activities.
HINTS
· Use divider pages for each division and section.
· Print or write clearly through the entire portfolio.
· Don’t forget all the signatures on the front page!
· In the Community Service section (Section 3), include all community service done including church and school activities. However, the more 4-H community service you have the better!!
· Place pictures on separate sheets of paper with no more than 4 - 6 pictures on one page.
Write captions for each picture (use rubber cement).
· Supporting materials include: a) News clippings - a 4-H news article with your name underlined; b) Letters - 4-H letters that congratulate, thank you, etc.; c) Newsletters - article with your name underlined.
· DO NOT include any ribbons or certificates in your 4-H portfolio. There is a place to write the awards you have received; for example, Blue Ribbon, Birdhouse, Bossier.
[image: An image of the cover of a 4-H portfolio. ]

SCOTTY MOORE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION CRITERIA
The Scotty Moore Memorial Scholarship Committee shall award a $500.00 scholarship to a deserving 4-H’er, who has been actively involved as a livestock exhibitor in Bossier Parish for three years or more who plan to pursue an education at a four year university, two year college, or a vocational school or college.
1. Student must be a member of Bossier Parish 4-H and have been a Livestock Exhibitor for three years or more.
2. Applicant must be a graduating high school senior with a 2.5 grade point average or higher.
3. Applicant must submit a completed online scholarship application (the application submitted for all state 4-H scholarships along with a letter of recommendation from an academic advisor, an official High School transcript including mid-term grades signed by an appropriate high school official, and a copy of ACT scores.)
4. The due date for this application will be announced in the fall and due in January or February. Late applications will not be accepted.
5. The amount of the scholarship to be awarded will be $500.00 and will be paid prior to the first semester of college or vocational school.
6. Selection will be made by an “outside” selection committee and will be based on scholarship, leadership, and citizenship.
7. Scholarship recipients will be announced at the Bossier Parish 4-H Awards Night.

On behalf of the Moore Family, we would like to wish each of you the best in all of your future endeavors.

STATE FAIR OF LOUISIANA
Information about the State Fair Livestock Shows can be found at the State Fair Website:
https://www.statefairoflouisiana.com/p/get-involved/livestock/livestock-show
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Scotty Moore Memorial Belt Buckle

To be considered for this award, the 4-H’er:
1. Must be a Bossier Parish 4-H livestock member who shows a beef animal(s).
2. Must participate in the State Fair and either the LSU Show or Southern Show with their beef animal(s).
3. Must submit a portfolio (only scores of 75 and above will be considered for this award with the highest score being named the winner) for the parish records competition in the spring. Portfolio must contain a completed Bossier Parish Beef Species project packet.
4. Award can only be won once.

Frank Serio Rookie of the Year Award

To be considered for this award, the 4-H’er:
1. Must be a Bossier Parish 4-H livestock member.
2. Award is given to an individual who is in their first year of exhibiting livestock.
3. Must show in at least two of the following shows:
· State Fair of Louisiana
· Northwest District Livestock Show
· LSU AgCenter Spring Livestock Show
4. Must submit a portfolio (only scores of 75 and above will be considered for this award with the highest score being named the winner) for the parish records competition in the spring. Portfolio must contain a completed Bossier Parish Livestock Species project packet.


Troy Menard Memorial Award

To be considered for this award, the 4-H’er:
1. Must be a Bossier Parish 4-H livestock member.
2. Must submit a portfolio (only scores of 75 and above will be considered for this award with the highest score being named the winner) for the parish records competition in the spring. Portfolio must contain a completed Bossier Parish Livestock Species project packet.
3. Award can only be won once.
4. This award is subject to availability of funds.

***A livestock 4-H’er can only win ONE of the awards listed above in a given year. THREE different livestock 4-H’ers will win these awards each year.***

4-H SWINE PROJECT


[bookmark: 3645_4-H_Swine_Referencepdf]Quick Reference Guide
Types of Swine Projects

	Market Hogs
	Registered Breeding Swine
	Commercial Gilts

	

	

	


	· Shortest-term swine project.
· Any breed or combination of crossbreeding qualify.
· Gilts and barrows.
· Shown by breed type and weight (200-285 lbs.).
· Will require health papers.
· Moderate-cost livestock project.
· Animal raised for meat.
	· Long-term swine project.
· Purebred or association accepted percentage.
· Only females shown.
· Breed association registration papers required.
· Will require health papers.
· Shown by age.
· Moderate-cost livestock project.
· Animal raised for breeding purposes.
	· Short- or long-term swine project.
· Any breed or combination of crossbreeding qualify.
· Gilts only.
· Shown by weight (220 lbs. min.).
· Will require health papers.
· Moderate-cost livestock project.
· Animal raised for breeding purposes.


Estimated Timeline: Eight months to one year.
Estimated Cost: $700 to $3,000-plus.
Estimated Space Requirement: 50 to 120 sq. ft. with covered areas if outdoors.
Estimated Production Outcome:
280 lbs. live weight = 201 lbs. hot carcass weight (HCW) = 141 lbs. boneless cuts = $780 retail value.
Estimated Youth Outcome:
Goal setting, record keeping, critical thinking, decision making, communication, responsibility, marketable skills, self-discipline, leadership.


Prepared by: Crystal Ahrens, Instructor (4-H Livestock Specialist), 4-H Youth Development



For more information about this project, or 4-H in general, contact your local parish LSU AgCenter Office or visit the Louisiana 4-H website: www.LSUAgCenter.com/4H
William B. Richardson, LSU Vice President for Agriculture, Louisiana State University Agricultural Center Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station, Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service
LSU College of Agriculture Pub. 3645 (online only) 5/19
The LSU AgCenter and LSU provide equal opportunities in programs and employment.

4-H LAMB PROJECT
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Types of Lamb Projects

	Market Lambs
	Registered Breeding Sheep
	Commercial Ewes

	

	

	


	· Shortest-term lamb project.
· Any breed or crossbreeding combination qualifies.
· Wethers and ewe lambs.
· Shown by weight (80-111 lbs min.).
· Will require health papers.
· Moderate-cost livestock project.
· Animal raised for meat.
	· Long-term lamb project.
· Registered with respective breed association.
· Ewes and rams.
· Breed association registration papers required.
· Will require health papers.
· Shown by age.
· Moderate cost livestock project.
· Animal raised for breeding purposes.
	· Short or long term lamb project.
· Any breed or combination of crossbreeding qualify.
· Ewes only.
· Will require health papers.
· Mouthing requirement .
· Moderate cost livestock project.
· Animal raised for breeding purposes.


Estimated Timeline: Five months to one year (longer for any production-based breeding project).
Estimated Cost: $700-$2,000-plus.
Estimated Space Requirement: 15-20 sq. ft. shelter per head and 40-50 sq. ft. pen/grazing area.
Estimated Production Outcome: 120 lbs. live weight = 63 lbs. hot carcass weight (HCW) = 44 lbs. boneless retail cuts = $415 retail value.
Estimated Youth Outcome: Goal setting, recording keeping, critical thinking, decision making, communication, responsibility, marketable skills, self-discipline, leadership.


Prepared by: Crystal Ahrens, Instructor (4-H Livestock Specialist), 4-H Youth Development

For more information about this project, or 4-H in general, contact your local parish LSU AgCenter Office or visit the Louisiana 4-H website: www.LSUAgCenter.com/4H
William B. Richardson, LSU Vice President for Agriculture, Louisiana State University Agricultural Center Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station, Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service
LSU College of Agriculture Pub. 3647 (online only) 5/19
The LSU AgCenter and LSU provide equal opportunities in programs and employment.

4-H RABBIT PROJECT


[bookmark: 3649_4-H_Rabbit_Quick_ReferenceProjectpd]Quick Reference Guide
Types of Rabbit Projects

	Meat Pen
	Exhibition Rabbits

	


	



	· Short-term project (10 weeks).
· Shown in pens of three (3-5 lbs.).
· Rabbits must be same breed.
· Will require health papers.
· Low-cost livestock project.
· Raised for meat.
· Accessible to urban youth.
	· Longest-term rabbit project.
· Males and females exhibited.
· ARBA requirements for each breed.
· Will require health papers.
· Low–cost livestock project.
· Raised for hobby and breeding.
· Accessible to urban youth.


Estimated Timeline: 10 weeks to one year (longer for any production-based breeding project).
Estimated Cost: $100 to $1000-plus.
Estimated Space Requirement: .75 square foot per pound of body weight.
Estimated Production Outcome: $12-18 retail value/rabbit.
Estimated Youth Outcome: Goal setting, recording keeping, critical thinking, decision making, communication, responsibility, marketable skills, self-discipline, leadership.


Prepared by: Crystal Ahrens, Instructor (4-H Livestock Specialist), 4-H Youth Development


For more information about this project, or 4-H in general, contact your local parish LSU AgCenter Office or visit the Louisiana 4-H website: www.LSUAgCenter.com/4H
William B. Richardson, LSU Vice President for Agriculture, Louisiana State University Agricultural Center Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station, Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service
LSU College of Agriculture Pub. 3649 (online only) 5/19
The LSU AgCenter and LSU provide equal opportunities in programs and employment.

4-H GOAT PROJECT
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Types of Goat Projects

	Market Goat
	Registered Breeding Goat
	Commercial Doe

	

	

	


	· Shortest-term goat project.
· Any breed or combination of crossbreeding qualifies.
· Wethers (castrated males) and does (females).
· Shown by weight (50 lbs. min.).
· Will require health papers.
· Moderate-cost livestock project.
· Animal raised for meat.
	· Long-term goat project.
· Purebred or association-accepted percentage.
· Does and bucks.
· Breed association registration papers required.
· Will require health papers.
· Shown by age.
· Moderate-cost livestock project.
· Animal raised for breeding purposes.
	· Short- or long-term goat project.
· Any breed or combination of crossbreeding qualify.
· Does only.
· Shown by weight and age.
· Will require health papers.
· Moderate-cost livestock project.
· Animal raised for breeding purposes.


Estimated Timeline: Five months to one year (longer for any production-based breeding project).
Estimated Cost: $700 to $2,000 or more.
Estimated Space Requirement: 15 to 20 sq. ft. shelter per head, plus 40-50 sq. ft. pen or grazing area.
Estimated Production Outcome: 90 lbs. live weight = 47 lbs. hot carcass weight (HCW) = 32 lbs. boneless retail cuts = $320 retail value.
Estimated Youth Outcome: Goal setting, record keeping, critical thinking, decision making, communication, responsibility, marketable skills, self-discipline, leadership.

Prepared by: Crystal Ahrens, Instructor (4-H Livestock Specialist), 4-H Youth Development

For more information about this project, or 4-H in general, contact your local parish LSU AgCenter Office or visit the Louisiana 4-H website: www.LSUAgCenter.com/4H
William B. Richardson, LSU Vice President for Agriculture, Louisiana State University Agricultural Center Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station, Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service
LSU College of Agriculture Pub. 3653 (online only) 5/19
The LSU AgCenter and LSU provide equal opportunities in programs and employment.

4-H POULTRY PROJECT


[bookmark: 3651_4-H_Poultry_Referencepdf]Quick Reference Guide
Types of Poultry Projects

	Broilers
	Exhibition Poultry

	

	


	· Short-term project.
· Cobb or Ross genetic lines.
· Shown in pens of three (at least 9 lbs.).
· Pens can be made up of all males or all females.
· Will require health papers.
· Low-cost livestock project.
· Raised for meat.
	· Longest-term poultry project.
· Two classification types: Standard and bantam.
· Males and females exhibited.
· Breed association registration papers required.
· Will require health papers.
· Low-cost livestock project.
· Raised for eggs and breeding.
· Easily accessible for urban youth.


Estimated Timeline: 50 days to 1 year (longer for any production-based breeding project).
Estimated Cost: $50 to $1,000-plus.
Estimated Space Requirement: 2-3 sq. ft. pen space plus run space for layers.
Estimated Production Outcome: 9 lbs. live weight = 6.3 lbs. hot carcass weight (HCW) = $12 retail value/broiler. 1 egg/hen/day = $.167 retail/egg = $2/dozen (more value available for niche markets).
Estimated Youth Outcome: Goal setting, recording keeping, critical thinking, decision making, communication, responsibility, marketable skills, self-discipline, leadership.

Prepared by: Crystal Ahrens, Instructor (4-H Livestock Specialist), 4-H Youth Development


For more information about this project, or 4-H in general, contact your local parish LSU AgCenter Office or visit the Louisiana 4-H website: www.LSUAgCenter.com/4H
William B. Richardson, LSU Vice President for Agriculture, Louisiana State University Agricultural Center Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station, Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service
LSU College of Agriculture Pub. 3651 (online only) 5/19
The LSU AgCenter and LSU provide equal opportunities in programs and employment.

4-H BEEF CATTLE PROJECT



[bookmark: 3731_4H_Beef_Cattle_Quick_Reference_Guid]Quick Reference Guide
Types of Beef Cattle Projects

	Market Steer
	Registered Breeding Cattle
	Commercial Heifer

	

	

	


	· Shortest-term cattle project
· Castrated males
· Any breed or combination of crossbreeding qualifies
· Shown in two divisions (Brahman and non-Brahman)
· Shown by weight (850 lbs. min.)
· Will require health papers
· Slick-shearing Louisiana show rules eliminate high cost and skill variation for grooming
· High-cost livestock project
· Animal raised for meat
	· Long-term cattle project
· Registered or recorded with their respective breed
organization (miniature breeds included)
· Females and bulls
· Breed association registration papers required
· Will require health papers
· Shown by age (6 months-2 years)
· High-cost livestock project
· Animal raised for breeding purposes
	· Short- or long-term cattle project
· Females only
· Any breed or combination of crossbreeding qualifies
· Shown in two divisions (Brahman and non-Brahman)
· Shown by weight (500 lbs. min.)
· Will require health papers
· Mouthing requirement (must not have lost baby teeth)
· High-cost livestock project
· Animal raised for breeding purposes


Estimated Timeline: One to two years
Estimated Cost: $4,500-$10,000+
Estimated Space Requirement: 35-40 sq. ft. shelter per calf + one-half acre of grazing area
Estimated Production Outcome:
1,250 lbs. live weight = 800 lbs. hot carcass weight (HCW) = 728 lbs. boneless retail beef cuts = $1,719.461
(Average family of four consumes 880 lbs. meat and poultry per year2)
Estimated Youth Outcome:
Goal setting, record keeping, critical thinking, decision making, communication, responsibility, marketable skills, self-discipline, leadership
1 Colorado State University Department of Animal Science. 2014. Beef Cutout Calculator. http://www.http://beefcutoutcalculator.agsci.colostate.edu/.
2 United States Department of Agriculture Economic Research Service. 2017. Total Red Meat and Poultry. https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/livestock-meat-domestic-data/live-


Prepared by: Crystal Ahrens, Instructor (4-H Livestock Specialist), 4-H Youth Development


For more information about this project, or 4-H in general, contact your local parish LSU AgCenter Office or visit the Louisiana 4-H website: www.LSUAgCenter.com/4H
William B. Richardson, LSU Vice President for Agriculture, Louisiana State University Agricultural Center, Louisiana Agricultural Experiment Station, Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service LSU College of Agriculture
Pub. 3731 (online only)  4/20
The LSU AgCenter and LSU provide equal opportunities in programs and employment.
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